Discovery Guidelines At a Glance


What is Expected of the Volunteers

· Volunteers must be able to lead a small group of students through the lessons.

· Volunteers must be able to keep the students engaged.

· Volunteers must prevent the students in their group from wandering around the classroom.

What is Expected of the Grade Captains

· Review the lesson plan well before Saturday, preferably performing the exercises on your own, ahead of time.

· Before your volunteers arrive at 9:40, set up the classroom according to the needs of the day’s plans.

· Manage the volunteers – be prepared to use your time with them, from 9:40 to 10:00, to review the lesson plan as well as your expectations.

· Set up clearly defined groups of students, each with their own adult volunteer.  Make sure the students and volunteers introduce themselves to one another.

· At the beginning of the Discovery session, give the students an overview of what they’ll be doing that day.

· Lead the class through the lesson plan.

· Keep “lecture time” to a minimum.

· Do not allow the students to leave the classroom.

· At the end of the day, return the classroom to its original state.

· Attend the regularly scheduled grade captain wrap-up meetings.

· Communicate problems or concerns of any kind to your school captain.

· Remember that the adult volunteers are there to assist you – make use of them!  Delegate, delegate…

Time Management

· Key to the success of your morning is time management – make sure the volunteers know not to let the students race through the lessons.

· Review the lesson plans ahead of time and try to gauge how much time will be needed for each plan.  Structure your morning accordingly.  Example: Your science project involves using plaster and waiting 30 minutes until the plaster dries.  Structure the day so that the first thing you do is “part one” of the science project, clean up, work on the math lesson plan, then finish the morning with the remainder of the science project.

· Bring lots of filler material!!!!  Word search puzzles, math puzzles, etc.

Remember that Chaos is on its way when:

· Students begin to leave their seats.

· Volume in the classroom is on the rise.

· There is no structured activity.

· People don’t understand what they’re supposed to be doing.

