Philadelphia Cares Discovery 2002-2003 Grade Captain Guide
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When was the last time you used a crayon?!?

Has your computer smiled & laughed with you lately?!?

Here are some quick tips to ease any apprehension if you spend more time with computers & adults than with kids…

The Discovery program is an educational enrichment program designed by Philadelphia Cares, Accenture, and the staff of Ferguson and Dunbar Elementary Schools to boost the aspirations and confidence of students from low-income neighborhoods.  The Philadelphia Cares Discovery program takes place at Ferguson Elementary School in North Philadelphia and at Dunbar Elementary, also located in North Philadelphia.  Students in 2nd-5th grades participate in various educational activities on Saturday mornings throughout the school year. The Discovery program strives to broaden the horizons of the students and to develop positive mentoring relationships.

But of course, we need YOU on Saturday mornings at the schools!

As a Grade Captain, you will need to:
· Be enthusiastic to keep kids’ interest in learning >>“We need to figure this out. What do you think?”
· Verbally acknowledge positive behavior >>“Wow that looks sensational! You really worked hard. How do you feel?”

· Be consistent and firm, you are the adult in the group >>“We need to listen right now, the instructor is giving directions so we’ll know what to do.”

· Show the kids you believe in them and teach them to do the best they can.
· Show sincerity and ask their opinions >> “That picture of the boat took a lot of time. What part do you like?”
· Emphasize effort over ability
· Understand and acknowledge mistakes…there will be some

· Emphasize teamwork. >>“We’re all in this together. So we’ll have to share crayons. Wait until they are finished. Then you can use the purple crayon.”

You can expect to:

· Be part of a dynamic team of volunteers

· Be informed of the morning’s game plan

· See kids as excited and active learners capturing the wonder of learning

· Feel well supported by school coordinators—ask for help if you need it!

· Feel satisfaction from giving attention and time to kids who appreciate it
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