Philadelphia Cares Discovery Program

Mission Statement:

The Discovery program is an educational enrichment program designed to boost the aspirations and self-confidence of students from low-income neighborhoods. The program strives to make students more aware of the importance of education and technology in their lives, to broaden their horizons, and to be a positive force in their lives. Through their participation, volunteers see first hand the challenges facing schools and the needs of low-income children and their communities. 

Discovery Program Structure:

Philadelphia Cares holds enrichment sessions for elementary students in grades two through five from Ferguson Elementary School and Dunbar Elementary on Saturday mornings each school year.  Students are divided by grade level, with each grade having its own classroom.  Last year, more than 80 students participated in the program.  Volunteers are trained as “Grade Captains” and work in teams of two per grade to lead the classroom volunteers and students in the planned activities for the day.  The school provides lesson plans focusing on math and science.

Discovery classroom volunteers can make a commitment to a particular grade or provide assistance at the grade in which it is most needed that day.  Because individualized attention from adults is so important to the children’s development, a low student-to-volunteer ratio is optimal.  An educational field trip is incorporated into the program each semester as an incentive for the students to continue attending the program and to complement the Discovery classroom curriculum.

Goals:

- Develop students’ confidence in their abilities

- Encourage students’ interests

- Provide individual attention to students

- Demonstrate the value of education

- Narrow the digital divide for children

- Relate skills such as math, reading and writing to situations familiar to children

- Broaden students’ knowledge base through classroom activities and field trips

- Promote interaction with people from different backgrounds

- Provide role models for personal growth

Curriculum:

The Discovery curriculum consists of three main components:

Cooperative Learning: In today’s society, people work together to accomplish goals and to overcome problems. Cooperative learning is an interactive method of teaching, which encourages students and volunteers to work together to discuss issues and solve problems.

Hands-On Learning: Students are better able to understand concepts when subjects are approached in a hands-on manner. Hands-on projects can involve anything from beads, beans, and blocks to apples, Web sites or magazines and pictures. They are used to make abstract ideas more concrete and consequently more meaningful to students. Discovery lives by the adage:  I Hear and I Forget...  I See and I Remember...  I Do and I Understand...

Topics: The Discovery program encourages students to practice skills while studying broad areas of interest. Topics such as cultural awareness, personal values, animal life, and weather can involve the use of skills such as writing, mathematics, and critical thinking.  A focus on math and science is encouraged, but so many of our everyday activities have a math or a science angle.  Cooking for example, involves math in measurements, time calculations, and costs, as well as science in the transformation of liquids to solids, observation of textures and colors, and so on.

Philadelphia Cares Discovery is presented in partnership with

Accenture 

